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Crafting Europe In the Bronze Age
and loday

round 4000 years ago, in the Bronze Age, some European
societies underwent deep economic and political changes. Larger
and more permanent settlements were established, in which
exceptional crafts developed under an emerging dominant class
of warriors and rulers. The sharp growth in technological transfers
and mobillity of artisans is most visible in metallurgy, leading to
new specialised weapons, ornaments and tools, as well as pottery
production. Common to these Bronze Age societies (c. 2200-
1500 BCE) was the manufacture of highly burnished tableware
and small drinking vessels. The placement of these vessels in
single burials points to their social importance not only Iin the
preparation and serving of foodstuffs.

The project CRAFTER has sought the collaboration between
potters and archaeologists from Germany, Hungary, Serbia,

and Spain to understand and recreate handmade pottery from
four of the most outstanding European Bronze Age societies.
Archaeology refers to these societies as Unétice (Central Europe),
Fiizesabony/Otomani (Carpathian basin), Vatin (central Balkans),
and El Argar (Southeast Iberia). The exhibition features the

main outcomes of this endeavour. In the film In Their Hands,

four directors document the crafting of the pottery styles in

each region, and the striking skills of past and present potters.
Common traits but also regional differences in the pottery vessels
and the techniques used become apparent. The recreated vessels
are also displayed, allowing us to experience the aesthetic value
attached to them c. 4000-3500 years ago.

CRAFTER has been funded by the Creative Europe programme
of the European Union. It seeks to disseminate the heritage
and skills of Bronze Age societies in a broad European context,
to raise awareness of the work of present-day potters—whose
survival Is increasingly threatened by industrialisation—and to
open new venues for their craft. Y
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Silver diadem form the princely

grave of La Almoloya,
Pliego, Murcia

J.A. Soldevilla, ASOME-UAB

Sword and axes found in the
deposit of Hajdusamson,
Debrecen, Hungary

Akos Jurds, Déri Mizeum)

The Nebra Sky Disk, Saxony-
Anhalt, Central Germany

Juraj Liptak

Golden neckless from Vinca,
Belo Brdo, Belgrade

N. Bori¢, Institute of Archaelogy, Belgrade
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| Argar defines a Bronze Age society, which spread over
south-east Iberia between 2200-1550 BCE. It developed
over its 650 years of existence into one of the first states
In Europe, organised mainly through a network of well-
protected hilltop settlements. At the height of its political
territory of ¢. 35,000
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The five ha large settlement of La Bastida (Totana, Murcia)
reached nearly 5 ha and a population of T000 inhabitants

3D model D. Méndez

Funerary vessel of the princely
grave of La Almoloya
(Pliego, Murcia)

Thin section of pottery fragment seen under
polarised light. Clay (Ar), quartz (Qtz), muscovite
schist (Esg. mosc.), garnet (Grt), muscovite mica
(Mosc), tourmaline (Tur).

Graphic scale: 0,2 mm

D. Godmez-Gras, UAB

Chalice-shaped vessel from tomb 882 of El Argar
(Cuevas, Almeria)

J.A. Soldevilla




nétice defines an Early Bronze Age society which spread over
middle Germany, southern Poland, Bohemia, Moravia, Slovakia,
and Lower Austria between 2200 and 1550 BCE. Current
research indicates a possible development of the Unétice
society iIn middle Germany (Saxony-Anhalt and Thuringia)
over its 650 years of existence into one of the first states in
Europe, maintained by a stratified society, sacral legitimation
ad military power expressed in hoards of many
iImantly axes. Mountains

and forests Indigenous peoples
preceding it furtherec /0IL lonal groups.
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_ | Set of Unétice vessels from seven different
 tO emlgrat|ons. sites in Saxony-Anhalt which served as
models for the potter

A. Hérentrup, LDA Saxony-Anhalt
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The classic
Unétice cups
from Bottendorf,
Thuringia

J. Liptak, LDA Saxony-Anhalt

Early Bronze Age long-house from
Benzingerode, Saxony-Anhalt

digital reconstruction J. Brauer/S. Schwerdtfeger
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Petrographic thin section of Vatin pottery from
Omoljica, Serbia. Clay (Ar), grog (Gr), quartz
(Qz) & bioclast (Sh)

D. GoOmez-Gras, Universitat Autobonoma de Barcelona

ement of Bosut, Serbia

A. Roman,

Two handled kantharoi from Omoljica,
Serbia. They served as a model for our potter

N. Bori¢, National Museum, Belgrade




he name Flizesabony refers to a specific ceramic style: a —— R e
combination of unique vessel forms, very rich ornamentation and "'j-;_;,“i;;;f*_lh T *
a specific manufacturing technigue. The style was in use from N |
1900-1450 BCE, covering a vast territory from the hilly Lesser
Poland to the plain Bihar Region in Northeastern Hungary and
Western Romania.

asearch at similar Romanian sites, nowadays most scholars
call this whole Middle Bronze Age stylistic group “Ote
FUzesabony Cultural Complex”.

The largest settlements of these communit
called tells: multilayer sites created by a
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l. Czinegéné Kiss, Déri Muzeum
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The most characteristic feature of Fu
use of plastic, often organic, channelle ed ornarn
motifs. Pointed knobs surrounded by rot annelli
Intertwined wavy lines (so-called ‘running spirals’) ar
motifs on jugs and bowls. The bottom of the ornan
often display knobs with channelling in a concentr
which may even bear cosmological meanings. Due
large variability of ornaments and forms, and the ha
technique, there are practically no two identical vesseé
FUzesabony style. ¥
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Reconstruction of the eponymous Flizesabony-
Oregdomb tell-settlement

Made by Agoston Dékdny & Marta Lacza
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sition, "Beer-mug"” form decorated with chanelled,

Incised running spirals and bowl with knob-legs
and special incised ornamentation.
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Aerial photo of the fortified Flizesabor

y of Klara P. Fischl




